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Your Article’s Fast Track to the Web

T he rapid dissemination of new scientific discoveries is of vital importance to authors
and readers alike. ACS Chemical Biology prides itself on the speed of its peer-review
process, averaging only 9 weeks from submission to acceptance of research content.

Further, the publication of articles is not tied to the delivery of an issue, because they are
posted to the web As Soon As Publishable (ASAP). Even with a rapid and efficient peer-
review and production process, the mechanics of developing content-rich HTML (see our
new Web site!) and PDF versions of articles can take several weeks following acceptance.
The ACS is now excited to offer a new benefit to authors that will bring their research to read-
ers even more quickly through the publishing of “Just Accepted” manuscripts on the web.

The “Just Accepted” manuscript pilot program gives authors the option to have their peer-
reviewed and accepted manuscripts posted online prior to technical editing, formatting for
publication, and author proofing. This version, which will appear as a PDF document accom-
panied by an HTML abstract, is not the final version of record. The final scientific version of
record will be the ASAP article (which will have been technically edited and formatted). Once
the ASAP article has been published, the “Just Accepted” manuscript is removed from the
Web site. However, continuity is maintained between these versions because they share the
same Digital Object Identifier (DOI), a unique identifier assigned to every article. Citations
to the “Just Accepted” manuscript thus link to the final scientific article of record once it be-
comes available (for more information on DOIs, see http://doi.org).

The “Just Accepted” manuscript pilot program will apply to four ACS journals: ACS Chemi-
cal Biology, Biochemistry, Journal of Proteome Research, and Molecular Pharmaceutics.
The process of submission and peer-review in Paragon Plus will remain unchanged, though
to take advantage of the program, the submitted manuscript components must be col-
lated in the order noted in the journal’s “Information for Authors”. Once an article has been
accepted, authors will have 3 days to opt into the program. A completed and signed ACS
Copyright Status Form is required at acceptance in order for a manuscript to be published
as “Just Accepted”.

ACS Chemical Biology is excited to be a part of the “Just Accepted” manuscript pilot pro-
gram. This system will significantly expedite the dissemination of research to the community
in a fully citable format. For additional information, visit the online FAQ (1) or contact the Cus-
tomer Services and Information Help Desk at American Chemical Society at http://pubs.acs.
org/paragonplus/support/index.html.

Eric Martens
Managing Editor, ACS Chemical Biology
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